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Registration of Seed Varieties in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia’s seed market is increasingly attracting global producers due to dﬁéoing economic

reforms. This article outlines the seed registration process for foreign investors.

SAUDI ARABIAS STRATEGIC
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia occupies a
central position in regional trade and the
global supply chain due to its strategic
geographic location in the heart of the Middle
East. As a bridge between Asia, Africa, and
Europe, the Kingdom offers unique
advantages for international agricultural
companies. Within the framework of Vision
2030, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia aims to
diversify its economy and strengthen
domestic agriculture through innovation,
sustainability, and international partnerships,
thereby creating stable conditions for
sustainable growth in the agricultural sector.

Only a company based in Saudi Arabia can register
seed varieties and be responsible for their import
(Registrant). The Registrant must, firstly, have the
activity of selling seeds listed in its commercial
registration (CR) and, secondly, possess a special
permit for seed sales issued by the Saudi Ministry of
Environment, Water and Agriculture (MEWA).
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An additional requirement is the employment of a
Saudi agricultural engineer. The reason behind this
is that the Saudi authorities always require a local
technical contact person who is responsible for
ensuring compliance with all regulations. At the
same time, employing a Saudi agricultural engineer
facilitates technical communication with the Saudi
authorities.

FOREIGN COMPANIES THEREFORE
HAVE TWO OPTIONS

(1) They can either cooperate with a Saudi
company that registers the seeds on their
behalf, manages the import, and
subsequently sells the seeds in Saudi Arabia.

(2) Or, the foreign company can establish its
own entity in Saudi Arabia and apply for a
relevant trading or agricultural investment
registration (trading registration - formerly

known as trading investment license) from
the Ministry of Investment (MISA), as well as
the special permit from MEWA. After the
company is established, a Saudi agricultural
engineer must be hired.
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The registration is conducted via MEWA's platform

("Naama”), which requires Saudi ID verification EVALUATION PROCESS:
through "Absher” or "Nafath”. The registration
process is managed by the National Company for 1.Formal Check:

Agricultural Services (AgriServ)"”

AgriServ reviews document completeness and

validity.
KEY REGISTRATION 2. Technical Evaluation:
REQUIREMENTS: AgriServ reguests seed samples per variety for
- Provide the name and country of origin testing. Pest infestation is assessed using
of the foreign seed producer. visual and ISTA-approved methods. Foreign

test results may support but do not replace

+ Upload an official document (issued AgriServ's analysis.

within the past year) from the competent
authority confirming the producer's
license and registration. It must be
notarized, apostilled, and ideally in
English.

A fee of SAR 1,000 is charged for the formal
evaluation. An additional fee of SAR 23,000 is

charged for the technical evaluation.
« Upload a signed letter from the producer &

authorizing the Registrant to register

. If all documents and information are complete, the
and sell the variety in KSA.

formal evaluation is conducted within a few days.

* Upload a declaration confiming the For the technical examination, the specific timing
producer is the actual source of the and season must be considered. If the registration
seeds. application for a summer crop is submitted during

e Submit a certified certificate describing the winter, the technical evaluation will only take
the variety’s traits (e.g. weight, shape, place in the summer.

hybrid status, resistance, planting date),
with supporting images.

* Upload a non-GMO certificate (not older AUTHOR
than one year). Dr. Amir Makee Mosa
Attorney-at-Law (Germany)
« Provide a phytosanitary certificate (not < Legal Consultant (Dubai
Provid h it ifi ( [ | (Dubai)
older than one year) from the country of (B Associate Partner
origin confirming the seeds are free from BN aiumgipemonnSslunlanmlaam
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